


The electrode base and stock are 
interactively added to the electr ode. 
Electrode name, material, burning 
operation type, identification marks, 
edge chamfers, position and r otation 
can all be applied. Any information 
added is automatically carried thr ough 
the electrode project to the final HTML 
report.

Holders can be constructed manually 
by applying width, depth or height, 
or simply selected from an extensive 
library. Where access for the electrode 
is limited by neighboring surfaces, the 
holder can be offset from the center 
of the electrode to provide enough 
clearance for the EDM machine to 
operate. Dynamic animation and 
collision checking ensure that the 
complete electrode does not violate 
the part geometry.

The EDM manager provides the 
operator with a tool to manage 
the work piece, electr ode, multiple 
electrode positions, vertical, horizontal 
and angled simulation, collision 
checking, HTML report and EPX 
output. To ensure compatibility with 
other CAD/CAM systems, each 
electrode can be automatically 
exported relative to the correct 
workplane using a neutral data format 
such as IGES, STEP or STL.  

To ensure that the electrode and holder 
are correct, the electrode can be 
graphically animated along its axis of 
operation. Automatic checking will test 
for interference between the electrode 
and neighboring surfaces. Any 
collision will be graphically highlighted 
and the electrode will be moved to the 
point of contact.

Once the electrode has been designed 
it can be machined directly (without any 
unnecessary data transfer) using VISI 
Machining. A datum for machining and 
positioning the electr ode in the EDM 
machine is automatically created to 
ensure continuity throughout the entire 
manufacturing process. Machining 
templates containing tooling, tool 
path operations, feeds, speeds, 
depth of cut, etc, can all be stor ed for 
re-use on similar electrode families. 
Applying them to a new electr ode 
will automatically cr eate a new set of 
toolpaths using the same settings, 
greatly reducing programming time and 
using company standards which have 
already been proven on a previous job.

Even the most experienced electrode designer will benefit from the 
combination of knowledge based automation and user interaction provided 

 lliw ygolonhcet ecafrus dna dilos fo noitanibmoc ehT  .edortcelE ISIV yb
provide a step change in productivity.
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